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NEWSLETTER – JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2026

Hello everyone to another busy term and a big warm welcome to all our new families who have joined us for this term. It is lovely to see pre-school so busy with all our families!

STAFFING 
Executive Manager: Zoe Marler-Hausen (SENCo and Designated Safeguarding Lead)
Deputy: Theresa Quartermaine (Health and Safety Officer and Physical Activity Lead) – Red Group
Administrator: Carmel Gardner (remote)
Practitioners: 
Jade Cavill (ECaT Lead) - Yellow Group, 
Gill McCarthy - Blue Group, 
Jodie Stray – Green Group
Jasmine Knight – Purple Group, 
Ella Hillis – Orange group, 
Duka Lebbern – 1:1 SEN practitioner, 
Jess Paul – 1:1 SEN practitioner, 
Rachael Watt – Lunch Club

HEALTHY EATING POLICY REMINDER
Please make us aware of any dietary and/or allergies for individual children.  Also NO NUTS in lunch boxes. This includes nut snack boxes, peanut butter sandwiches, and Nutella sandwiches.  NO fizzy drinks or sweets. The new guidance around choking suggests the follow when preparing food: please cut small fruits like grapes, cherry tomatoes, berries into 1/4 (lengthways and then in half again), larger fruits like apples, pears or melon into slices rather than chunks, Vegetables like carrots, cucumber, celery or pepper into sticks, 

What to bring to pre-school: Please can you ensure your child comes with a named bag, a full change of clothes, hat/gloves, a coat, welly boots and waterproofs (if they have them) If your child wears nappies, please can you provide nappies, wipes & nappy bags to change them. 

Mental Health Week: This will be held from 9th -15th of Feb. This week is a celebration of well-being that aims to increase children’s understanding of their physical and mental health. In the early years we spend a lot of time supporting children’s growth and emotional well-being through our relationships, nurturing, and stimulating environments and are planning a week of activities to promote the key theme of “This is my place”. Look out on tapestry for more details soon!

Reminder! Please can you let us know if your child is absent for any reason so that our registers are accurate and that we can monitor any bugs that are spreading. Also if your child is sick/diarrhoea then it is 48 hours away from pre-school from the last bout. If you have given calpol to your child for a temperature or to reduce the affects of coughs/colds, please can we ask that you keep them at home until they are well enough to be at pre-school.

Please see our website for our policies www.ladybirdsrus.co.uk 

	We have a Ladybirds Porchester page for you to be involved with.
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GIVING TREE
Just a little ask, please think of us if you are having a sort out and have bits laying around, we would love to take them off your hands and use them to continue to enhance our children’s experiences at pre-school!

We are after the following if you can help: plain flour, salt, food colouring, nappy sacks, paper, card, stickers, sellotape, glue sticks, old ICT toys like phones, remotes, natural resources for the mud kitchen, any gift boxes/shoe boxes as the children love filling these up!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

16th – 20th February Half term (pre-school closed)

Thursday 5th  March: World Book Day, children can come in dressed up as their favourite book characters

Mothers Day events: Wednesday 11h and Friday 13th March (Mums can come and play! More details to follow)

Easter Holidays: Monday 30th March – Friday 10th April (pre-school is closed) 

Bank Holiday CLOSED Monday 4th May 

May half term: Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May

Father’s Day events: Wed 17th and Fri 19th June (Dads can come and play!)

Last day before summer Friday 17th July 2026

Pre-school Family Trip end of July – more details to follow
                                   Please visit our website www.ladybirdsrus.co.uk
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